223.   SPEECH IN JOHANNESBURG
[July 20, 1908]
. . .At the conclusion of the Court proceedings1, Mr. Gandhi addressed the
crowd outside his office.
Mr. Sorabji, he pointed out, had gone to gaol because of a principle and not to
open the gates of the Transvaal to the unrestricted immigration of Asiatics. He had
come in under the Immigration Act in order to pass the educational test of that Act
which made no distinction as to race, class or colour. He had studied English for
seven years, but he now found that all his English was of no avail, notwith-
standing that the Immigration Act was general hi its application and that he was a
British subject in a British Colony.
The next step, continued Mr. Gandhi, was for those Indians who possessed
licences to return them and stand the consequence of being arrested for trading with-
out licences and going to gaol; also for them to return their certificates. It was only
by showing that they were willing to undergo communal suffering and not to avail
themselves of any present privileges that they could bring conviction to the minds
of the European community that they were fighting for principle. He repeated that
the Colonial Secretary had promised unconditionally to repeal the Asiatic Act provided
the Asiatics registered voluntarily, but this promise had not been kept.
Before the Indians broke up, some handed over their trading licences and
several their registration certificates, and it is expected that this example will be
largely followed. The Indians, we understand, are indignant at the manner in which
the police cleared them away from the entrance to the Police Court during the after-
noon, and also at the sentence passed on Mr. Sorabji, contending that hard labour
should not have been given for what they consider a political offence.
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224.   CABLE TO S.A.B.L COMMITTEE
JOHANNESBURG,
July 20, 1908
[AFRIGALIA
LONDON]
SORABJI SHAPURJI SENTENCED MONTH HARD LABOUR DIS-
OBEYING ORDER LEAVE COLONY. ENTERED UNDER IMMIGRA-
TION ACT HAVING EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS. CHARGED NOT
REGISTERING UNDER ASIATIC ACT. WAS WILLING VOLUNTARILY
* In the case of Sorabji Shapurji earlier in the afternoon